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Maurice Knows Best

Villency foarms Emerging Fashion Program

Fnday, August 25 2006

(MEW ¥ORK) Eric Villency is upping the ante on his company's Fashion Week
invahioment this season wilh the establishment of the Villsney Emerging Fashio
Program for Sgring 2007,

Sfier four years of vaarking hand in hand salb some of New York's most alented
cesigners, including Jack MoCollough and Lazaro Hermandez of Prosnza Schou
Richard Chai, Daryl K, Jasmine Shaokrian, and Alice Roi, Villency, presidant of ik
Maurice Villency furmilure company, said he fall tha time was right to shine a ligh
o focus, vision, and identity, “We wanted 1o have structure 1o it,” he said, “Insto
of going out and doing it organically, this formal struciure would call attention o
designers and, at the eame time, what we have done in the past [in fashion] as

weell"

The designers who have beon selected o the Spring 2007 program are Thakor
Sari Gueron, Rulffan, and Derek Lam. The program’s mission is 1o encourage a
support up-and-coming talent. To that end, the company will provide sponsarshi
funds for shows, affer ite storefrent windows for collaborations and installations,
confinuea to hast events and presantations in its space. Villency has in the past
sponsared bath Gueron and Lam's shows,

*& spansor should groww with the designer; just ene season isn't enough to devel
o relationship, so we'ne really thrilled, They have a really good understanding of
aesthetic,” sald Baan Waolk of Ruffizn, “Ne're not getiimg ree furmilure, bui we're
gaing fo kesp collaberating with Yillency, vou'll see,

*The worlds of art, design, and fashian are all coming together now, and it's bea
invigoralting to work with designers that aren't jaded.” Wolk continued. “This
exchange of energy and ideas has been invaluable. The goal is to help them gel

leg on, | remember when there was a starving artist named Maurice Villensy whe
wiag trying to gell his furnifure "

Milleney declined to provide & monetary breakdown of what each show costs, ot
that each designer haa ather sponsora as well, As the chief spansor for these fo

showes, he estimated his company spends somewhers in the six digit-renge for b
seasons of events,

Maurice Villensy's forge inte fashion began during Spring 2003 when

the Imitation of Christ ehow was held at the Mew Yook lagshio store on 57ih etn
Since then, Villency hae exhibited quite an eye for cherry-picking fulure industry
darfings early on in their caraers,

“There's a great undercurrent in New York that really allows you to tap into what
fresh,” he said. "For example, from one of our designers, we've learned this new
afitching patiern that the kids In Japan use. From that, we thought, Why don'tw
do a throw pillow like thet?' We're all speaking the same language

JI SHI
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Diamonds In The Ruffian

Brian and Claude’s glittary crowd and tall tales

Thersday, Jume 22, 2605

(NEW YORK) Last night's
Ruffian bash was a jewel
bow of glimmering guests,
each swathed in their own
pioce of tho budding label.
Haosted by Eric Villoncy a
the Maurice Vilensy store,
the party braught out the
stylish side of everyone from
singer Vanassa Carlton fo
Man's Vegue's Hud Morgan
and MTV's Ali Lang. But
while Gengvieve Jones
cinched her Rulfian gown
Enén;;;lf;?gﬁrdﬁmade ita Clawde Morais, Vanessa Carfton and Brian Wallk
mini-dress, Sabine Heller  © Patrick Mchulian

wanl fauxhamian, lurning an

oversize inks inlo a smart spring feck. Thaugh 30 appearance by China Chow
waks rather ungxpected, the big sunpiise of the night vwas a giant strétch Hemmer—
the franspoit of choice for Ruffion designers Claude Worais and Brian Wolk, who
anived at the Villency stare to tell The Say all abeut it,

Williamsburg artistes in a giant Hummer? Hew did this happen?

Brian: It was kind of a mistake, We were leaving our office at 445 and there were
no ¢abs, We had cur garmaent bags to dress the Maurice Villency mannequing
Claude: | was almost crgng

Brian: Sut thén | saw this giant slrelch Hummer imeusine, and | was like, “Tsien
mister, wa have a fashion show' o do, can you plesse dive wa? We'll pay you,” And
the guy said, *I'm not a taxi driver, | could fose my lcensea if | charge yau, but hop
in,* He aven offered us a cocktall in the carl His name s Stan Snider nnd we're
going 1o sand him some Rulfian bes.

Yiou just gol back from a big read trip, bul net in o stretch Hummer,
Claude: Mo, we just dd trunk shews around the countiy: Mew Odeans, Grand
Rapids, Michigon, Dallas..,



The Southl

Brian: Now Qrigans was
really interosting. The last
e we wient was before the
hurricane, and we ware
really one of the Gret
designers o roluen thero...
voz wieren't going 1o ga, bul
our rétallers asked us, they
said, “Wamen lost
everything ingluding their
vardrobes. .. jusl resloting
Some sense of noimaley will

be zo good for ua,” We had

an amanng g,

Claude: And we ale Tarajia Mosrell, Brian Wolk, Clalre Bernard, Claude
baibecue in Dallas! Morais and Annie Churchill

Brian: And you know, 50 & Patrick Mchlullan

much of our spring collection
was inspired by old pholos of New Orleans—the jazz dubs and the women.. it was
vary sullry and seneual, that's the acsthefic.

What inspired you in the South?
Brian: Southein women are nal alrald of coler, which ks groal,

Glaude; And | think we'ra going 1o do lots of colten and silk, a Iof af white, and
some very slim, very sbuchued pleces for next spring, Every woman | saw dewn
there looked amasing

Is this the last of your road trips?
Erian: Our dream is to have an Alrstream and do o supar old-fashioned trunk show
where wa ravel around the eounbry!

Everyoné looks amazing at this party; who gets the best drossod award?
Erian: VWell, | love how Genevieve made that dress shorl—| think wa'fe going Lo
have lo do thal nex! eeaton,

Claude: | love Annke Churchill; sha looks so chic in her Ruffian pleces, .| think all
of awr girls ara a hitl

Brian: And Sabing,..oh and aul muse, Taylar Temasl, alwaye puls oul pieces
logether so well and she aheayk looks beaufiful,

Well, beautiful girls love Rulfian,
Brian: Mo, smasl gitls love Rulfan.
FARAN KRENTCIL

Genevieve Joner and Taylor Sabine Heller
Tomasi @ Patrick Mehullan
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Fashion Casting Couch

Villency and Ruffian team up
Thureday, January 18, 2000

(HEW YORK} Teday Villency, tomorrowr the
weor|d?

That's the plan for Ruffien, whose latest fashion
coup includes sacuring the fumiture company
Be & new sponsor. Brian Walk and Claude
Morgis already have M.AC, Christian
Loubouting and Bumbrle & Bumble behind them,
and today David Yurman alo mede public their
Rufiian aponsorship. Now the Franco-&merican
design duo have the nod from Villency's
Emerging Fashion Program, which champions
Mews York's newer talent with funds and eocktall
parties at the eompany's flagship store,

Yihen asked about their newest style addition,
illency apokeaqid Sabine Heller noted,
"Ruffian follows in a long line of talentod
emarging desitgners in the likes of Proenza
Sehouler, Derek Lam, San Gueron, and Brian
Reyes. Brian and Claude's designs are
exquisitely crafted, luxurious, and sexy. They GClaude Morais and Brian Walk
offer o young approach 1o couture,” B Gatty Images

As for Ruffian, they're aqually thrilled with the partnership, But maybe Tor other
reasons, * do think Eric Villency will come to our show,” said Brian, "and | know
that many of our female supporters will be happy about that™

FARAN KRENTCIL
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Horde Of The Dance

Villency, Subkoff & other hauterflies go Public for Petronio
NEW YORK: Wednesday, March 23, 2005

*¥You know whal they say,” Eric Villency
said. "Wherever the artists move, the price
of real estate goes up.” To promole
supporting the aris—as opposed o some
other real estate choices, namely the
West Side Stadium—Villency hosted a -
benefit party for dancer Stephen Petronio
and his namesake dance company's
season debut

Following a premiere performance al The
Joyce Thealer that was attended by the
likes of Karolina Kurkova, Arden Wohi,
Somers Farkas, and Meredith Melling
Burke, guests ventured down to the
Nolita restaurant Public for a post-show
bash. There, Benjamin Cho mingled with
a slightly blonder Tara Subkoff (who
designed the dancers’ costumes), and
Victoria Bartlett flited with the guests
while she danced to the music bEiﬂg Stephen Petronlo, Tara Subkoff,
deejayed by Paul Sevigny. “Tara and Eric Villency '
[Subkoff] is the only designer who

understands dance,” Petronio said firmly.

Villency, suffering from a minor case of memory loss, almost forgot that he
was hosling the night's event—having just gotten back to New York from
extensive trips to L.A. and Miami. At first, he couldn't even recall when he
and Petronio had first met. “At the Imilation of Chnst show, when | directed
you on the runway.” the Undercover-clad dancer said. "Oh really? Are you
sure” Villency replied. “Trust me. You loocked good. And | think | ended up
laking that outfit you were wearing,” Pelronio added.






