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What's

When Derek Blasberg suddenly became a boy named It, he
began to wonder what It meant, why It matiered and whether
there are differences (besides the obvious ones) between It
Boys and It Girls.

I'm not sure how i happened (perhaps because | was wearing a pound of biack
oy shadow, a silk jersay head wrap and a gold-embroidered emerald green caf-
tan), bul ksl fall | was asked to walk a press line at a Halloween event, I'd bean
asked to do this bafors, typically when | was with more fabulous friends, but |
always declined. | have a bad habit of displaying multiple chins when pho-
tographed, but on this occasion | relented, stood for a few saconds in fronl of 8
logo—fashbulbs blazing—then liméidly spelled my name for 1he pholographers,

Thal's when | overheand ona of them name my prodession: "It Boy,"

it Boy? | demur, | have a real job, thankyouvenrmuch Bul before | could
profest—"MNo, I'm a writer®—I was husthed away lo make way for 8 much wor-
thieer red-carpel speciman joneé of the Olsens, | beleve: "billionaire™), And sune
enough, a few monihs laler my pecture surfaced with the 1| Boy capdion. Yes, |
was secrolly pleased to see mysell in prind, bud | was ambivatent about the label,

It Garl was exhausted bong ago, and so many contemnporary it Girls are
exhausiing. So, | wondered, is il Ratfaring o be the male equivalent? And what
exactly had | done to deserve this label? Was | merely an I Girfl with differant
plumbing? And if 50, where wene my fre clothes? When Vogee anoints the kes
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of Genevieve Jones and Jessica Jofle “Girl of the Moment,” {heir seats at fash-
ion shows bump up @ row end designers star sending them garment bags full
of lool. My madibox i emply; my closet begs for cashmare,

“It Boy: A young man famed for his looks” Is a very liattering definitian | found
onine, but it continues, “the redgn of an I Boy usuzlly 1asts around a year, when
theery wall either become a full-fledged celabrity or thelr poputarity will fade ™ Thus,
il thes 1t Boy species exsts, | have Hill Halloween bo burp my siatis or else I'm over,

Being a socsety I Boy & hardly as easy as being an 1t Girl, who, I'm told,
neads only be “skinny, phologenic and stylish.” The expert, my sousces agree,
is Fablan Basabe, the son of 2 wealthy Ecuadorian businessman, who parlayed
# sensationsl tablpsd cover Into red-Carpel status and a reality tebevision show. *1
wouldn't call mysell an It Boy," Basabe says with a wildly sarcastic grin, “Bul
Oprah does.” He is refarring to the tima the TV host asked him 1o help 2 hum-

While: | am unaasy with the term, Basabe revels in &, albeil with longue In chesic
“Tha inwibes, pres and presents am a given—but the highlight ks that you can have
cockiads in the rmddie of the afternoon with friends evary cay and no one gives you
funmy looks. Hey, you're an it Boy, what elsa are you supposed to do?”

But therein lies my problem. Basabe seems unperturbed by the label; he's
cashing in on his handsome smirk, Snappy responses and lowrious lidestyle end
i pleased with his reputation. |, on the clher hand, desplite ignoring his rules
{*Take taxis nslead of a car senace, bul never take the subway. Don’l use hair
gel, only use grooming cream, and if you don’t know what I'm talking about, stay
hame”™) was ewarded the tilke because | go out and dance a lithe t3o much.
Frankly, my ambdions run loward a mare sophisticaled profession, one in wivch
2 reputation as &n It Boy can send you strasght to the Dul house.

*| don't undierstand it. 1 think R's impossibée for 8 man to be ane,” says Eric
Villency, the grandson of ferniture maven Maurice Villency and now his com-
pany's presiderd. “H's fike, | work, I'm not a playboy.” Vilency, who, lor the

It Girl was exhausted long ago, and so many contemporary It
Girls are exhausting. 5o, | wondered, is it flattering to be the

male equivalent?

record, is a handsome frequent face on the social circudl, says he was pinned
with the labed because of his personal style and admils it's one he's nol com-
fortable with. "I hope I'm naver known for dancing on tables,” he says, acding
that besides, “It” & lotally different for boys. “When they go oul, women get
dressed and can express themselves,” Villency explains. "Bul & guy wears 2 tux,
He's basically an accessony.”

5lil, both Basabe and Villency agres that baing called an It Boy is “Natier-
ing.” Hey, I've been called worse—and as Basabe points oul, it could also mean
somelhing 2 bit more mundane. "It's a pretly happy existence,” he winks, *And
Al sure beats being an |.T.-boy, F'd hate to fix computers all day.” 04





